St. Michael’s Mission and Outreach Sunday

January 29, 2012

AFAC

One goal of the committee over the past several years was to support many of the safety-net programs in our community, especially in this increased time of need, and providing food is fundamental to that support.   Thanks to the ongoing generosity of parishioners through the basket collection, we were able to make numerous contributions to the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) this past year in excess of 1000 pounds of food, in addition to a monetary contribution to purchase fresh food and milk.   

Contact: Caroline Haynes  

Affordable Housing - APAH
APAH -- Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing builds and owns rental housing that is affordable to Arlington's low wage earners in Arlington, VA.  APAH was founded in 1989 by four families and today provides housing to 995 households in 12 properties.  St. Michael's has supported an important donor program for APAH's school age children, by providing new backpacks filled with school supplies.  Last August APAH distributed 250 backpacks in July and August.  APAH also welcomes volunteers -- teens and adults -- to help with evening programs including child care or contributing a meal during an evening workshop.    Contact Linda Kelleher 

ASPAN

ASPAN -- The Arlington Street People's Assistance Network provides Arlington's only temporary winter shelter located in the Courthouse area. ASPAN also provides day shelter at Opportunity Place.  St. Michael's supports ASPAN by contributing bagged meals one Sunday a month (see below), staffing the Winter shelter during mealtime one evening a month from November through March, and providing clothing and toiletries to be distributed to the homeless.  ASPAN is currently working with the County to purchase and staff a year-round facility that will serve as a shelter and help homeless Arlingtonians move into permanent housing.  They welcome volunteers throughout the year.  

Contact Linda Kelleher 

ASPAN Bagged Meals

At 4:00 p.m. on the second Sundays of the month St. Michael’s prepares 80 bagged meals that are distributed to the homeless in Arlington. It takes about an hour to assemble 160 meat, cheese, and greens sandwiches, and fill the 80 bags with what is likely a primary source of nourishment for the homeless in our community.  At the distribution sites, other ASPAN volunteers provide hot soup and coffee.  These meals are provided every day of the year through a network of churches, organizations, companies, and even some individual families.  Though a number of St. Michaelites faithfully participate in this ministry, additional help, including youth, is always welcome.

Contacts: Andy and Amy Botticello or David Donaldson.

Arlington Interfaith Council

The Arlington Interfaith Council (AIC) consists of representatives from forty-eight Arlington faith communities and eighteen Helping Hands Agencies that provide direct services to people in need. Contributions from member congregations provide grants so that agencies can help the homeless, feed the hungry, assist ex-offenders and victims of domestic violence, and put supplies in the backpacks of homeless children.    Contact:  Jim Burke
Child Fund International

 

Donations to Child Fund International goes toward sponsorship of five children: Wilhelmina from Indonesia, Melvin from Honduras, Alonte from Mississippi, Mailyn from the Philippines and Marcos from Brazil. During the year, St. Michael’s receives letters, pictures and progress reports from each child.  Some of the children’s letters are truly heartwarming.  Look for CFI information, pictures and letters on the bulletin board outside the church office.  Our ongoing sponsorship helps these children receive food, clothing, education and medical care. We are making a real difference in these children’s lives.    Contact:  Lisa Harkins

Doorways

St. Michael’s has supported Doorways Shelter for Women and Families for many years, both in monetary donations and in gift cards for the residents who often have to flee unsafe situations with little more than the clothes on their backs.  Doorways operates an emergency shelter and a separate safe house for women and families in need.

Seeking a contact

Episcopal Relief and Development 

Episcopal Relief & Development uses contributions to serve and support suffering people worldwide.  ERD focus has been on poverty alleviation, promoting health and fighting disease, and responding to disasters.    Contact: Linda Denson
Knitting for Charity
Wholly Knit and Whine (WKW) is a group of dedicated knitters who meet the second Sunday of every month at 2:00 pm in the library.  Over the years, WKW has made hats for infants in third world countries through Save the Children, hats and scarves for Seaman's Institute, kids and children clothing for the Pine Ridge Reservation in S. Dakota, baby blanket and chemo patient blankets for Virginia Hospital Center [Arlington Hospital], prayer shawls for St Michael members, red scarves for college-age foster children and socks for children in a Russian orphanage.   More knitters are always welcome (and training is provided!).   Contact: Helen Hines
Meals on Wheels 

Volunteers from across the county, representing many churches and organizations, provide delivery service of meals to homebound Arlingtonians through Meals on Wheels (MOW). For many years, St. Michael’s has driven three routes per month. We have a steady crew of regulars as well as substitutes, and are always happy when someone wants to join the delivery team. Time commitment for this ministry is about 1 1/2 hours per month. Our two person crews find delivering meals to the MOW clients to be a very rewarding experience.    Contact: Barbara Adams
 
MAF

 

Tim and Liz Schandorff (niece of Evelyn Bence) are missionaries with Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF), which provides small-craft aviation and technological support to a wide range of mission/relief organizations (including the Episcopal/Anglican church). The Schandorffs will finish their language school (French, in Quebec) this summer and depart for Haiti in September. Until recently, experienced missionary pilots have been assigned to manage MAF airfields. With an MBA, Tim—not a pilot—will be trained to take on a managerial role at the Port-au-Prince MAF airfield, eventually allowing an experienced pilot to return to the air. MAF planes fly to and from 15 outpost-airstrips throughout the mountainous and isolated Haitian countryside, providing medical airlifts and transporting supplies and personnel for more than 30 relief agencies.       

Contact: Evelyn Bence

Reading Connection
The Reading Connection is dedicated to improving the lives of at-risk children and families by helping them create and sustain literacy-rich environments and motivation for reading.  St. Michaels has supported this mission through volunteers who read aloud to children at shelters and community centers, by donations that provide children with free, new books to keep, and through contributions to help with workshops and training fot the parents of at-risk children.    Seeking a contact
Rebuilding Together

Rebuilding Together (formerly called Christmas in April) keeps dozens of St. Michaelites busy with refurbishing a home for a low income family or individual in our community on the last Saturday in April each year. In 2012 we plan again to co-sponsor a house with Reston Bible Church and will share the expense and the people-power needed to refurbish a house and its yard. Mark your calendars for April 28th.  Contact: Ed Menoche
 

Salvation Army Christmas Angel Tree

 

The week before Thanksgiving, a Christmas tree is set up in the parish hall adorned with 70 Angel tags.  Each tag includes the name of a needy Arlington child (an Angel), clothing sizes and gift preferences.  Parishioners chose an Angel tag from the tree and purchase new clothing and toys for the child.  St. Michael's has been supporting the Angel Tree project for many years now.  Our church is well known at the Salvation Army for the generosity shown to these kids.  There are many happy children on Christmas morning because of your generosity!    Contact: Lisa Harkins

SAMS

We have had an ongoing prayer and financial partnership with Russ and Heidi Smith, SAMS (Society of Anglican Missionaries and Senders) missionaries in Chile.

Seeking a contact

Solar Cookers

 

The Solar Cooker Project helps refugee families who have been forced to flee their homes in Darfur and are living in refugee camps in Chad.  St. Michael’s become involved in this project several years ago after hearing Ann Truitt’s first-hand description of the dire circumstances facing villagers in Darfur.  Women and girls who seek firewood for cooking are forced to leave the relative safety of the camps and are often attacked and raped.


Through the Solar Cooker Project, families are provided with cardboard-and-aluminum-foil cookers that enable them to prepare hot food without having to find firewood.  The cookers keep families healthier as well as safer, since they can eat hot food and pasteurize their drinking water.  In addition, women are taught how to build the cookers and how to train others to use them, so they have a source of income as well.  This project, sponsored by an international foundation, is truly a “virtuous circle”!  


Currently the cookers are being made available to nearly 100,000 residents of 4 refugee camps.  There are another 8 camps, however, housing 165,000 refugees which can only be brought into the Solar Cooker Project when additional funds become available. $40 provides a family with two cookers, one for grains and one for vegetables, along with two pots and carrying bags for the cookers and training for women in building cookers.    Contact: Janet Hansen
Virginia Interfaith Power and Light
St. Michael’s supports the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy and the Virginia Interfaith Power and Light, an organization dedicated to Care of Creation through clean energy.    Contact: Jim Burke

What other missions should we be supporting as a parish? Are we supporting the right “mix” of ministries?  Please write suggestions, comments and ideas on the sticky note board.  Thanks for your generous support!
